
                                   Environmental Learning Conference 
 Agenda 

April 18 – 20, 2017 
Chicago, IL 

 

www.midwestenergy.org      Partners in Operational Excellence 
 

Tuesday, April 18, 2017 

 

Wednesday, April 19, 2017 

  12:15 pm – 4:30 pm 
  Pre-registration required 
  Meet in hotel lobby at 
  12:15 pm 

  Optional Aurora MGP Site Tour 
Join us and visit an active MGP remediation site in Aurora, Illinois. The site is located in a 
commercial/residential area and is bifurcated by the Fox River. During our tour, earth retention 
installation, water management, reactive barrier matt placement and excavation of impacted 
materials to bedrock will be in process. Attendees should have safety equipment; steel toe shoes, 
hard hat and a safety vest. Transportation will be provided.  

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm   Welcome Reception (sponsored by SET Environmental, Inc.) 
  Light hors d’oeuvres and cocktails. 

8:00 am – 8:30 am  
 

  Breakfast Buffet (sponsored by GHD Services Inc.) 

8:30 am – 8:45 am 
 

  Welcome 

8:45 am – 10:15 am  
 

  Block 1 – MGP Case Studies 

 Case Study  

 Vapor Intrusion at Former MGP Sites: Do the UST-Based Petroleum Vapor Intrusion 
Criteria Apply? – Aaron Christianson, Burns & McDonnell  

 Case Study: Grand Calumet River  

10:15 am – 10:45 am      Networking Break 

10:45 am – 12:15 pm  
 

Block 2 – Safety Panel moderated by Chad Tameling, SET Environmental, Inc. / Brian McGowan, 
Environmental Design International, Inc. 

 Owner Perspective – Matt Ireland, NiSource, Inc.  

 Contractor Perspective – Steve Palovich, SET Environmental, Inc.  

12:15 pm – 1:00 pm  
 

  Networking Lunch  

  1:00 pm – 2:30 pm  

Block 3 – PCBs 

 Removing Transformers – Andy McDowall, Montana-Dakota Utilities Company  

 Natural Gas 101 – Keith Bodger, Nicor Gas  

 Electric 101  

2:30 pm – 3:00 pm   Networking Break 

3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Block 4 – Sustainability / Waste Handling  

 How Are We Using Technologies (New / Old) – Scott Crawford, XDD Environmental  

 The Birds and the Bees: A Utility Perspective – Sara Race, ComEd & Tedd Ronning, Xcel 
Energy  

o Programs which protect habitat and pollinators 
o Benefits and challenges of these types of programs 
o Case studies of habitat restoration 

4:00 pm  Distinguished Environmental Professional Award Presentation 
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Thursday, April 20, 2017 

 

 

5:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Pre-registration required 

  Optional Gangster Tour & Dinner (free for utilities; $125 for non-utilities) 
  (sponsored by Burns & McDonnell, Environmental Design International inc., Sevenson  
  Environmental Services, Inc.) 
  Join us for a two hour comfortable, interactive ride through the history of Chicago’s gangster days  
  in the famed Prohibition Era of the 1920s and 1930s. See all the old mob hotspots and learn about  
  the wild jazz-age exploits of famous Gang members Capone, Moran, Dillinger, and more.  
  Attendees will remain on the bus for the duration of the tour. Following the tour, we will enjoy  
  dinner and networking at a downtown Chicago restaurant. Transportation, the tour, and dinner  
  are all included. Casual attire.  

7:30 am – 8:00 am  
 

  Breakfast Buffet (sponsored by GHD Services Inc.) 

8:00 am – 9:30 am  
 

Block 5 – Emerging Issues 

 1, 4 Dioxins & Emerging Contaminants  

 Wind Generation  

 The Mad Scramble for Statistics Under the CCR Rule – Kirk Cameron, Ph.D. 
o How to navigate the CCR’s three-phased statistical requirements  
o What techniques to use and which to avoid 
o What has changed (or not) regarding statistical decision-making 

9:30 am – 10:00 am   Networking Break  

  10:00 am – 12:00 pm  
 

Block 6 – Hot Topics 

 Jaydeep’s Experience in India vs. US  

 Litigation Preparedness – Mike Partee, AGL Resources  

 EMF – Why is it Still a Concern to the Public? – Barbara Miller, Ameren Missouri  
o The original concerns with EMF 
o Misinformation on the internet – “new snake oil” salesmen 
o The studies and findings concerning EMF from over 30 years of investigations 

 Roundtable: Third Party Handling of Abandoned Pipe – moderated by Chris LaNasa, 
CenterPoint Energy  

  12:00 pm  Wrap Up 


